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Orland School District 135 
 

Safety Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, June 9, 2016, 10:00 a.m. 
Center School, Gym 

9407 W. 151st St., Orland Park, Illinois 
 
 

MINUTES 

 

 

The Safe Schools Committee meeting of Orland School District 135 was held on Thursday, 

June 9, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. at Center School, 9407 W. 151st St., Orland Park, Illinois. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by Chair Greg Okon. 

 

Present: Laura Berry, Devin Hodge, Sandra Kulak, Michael Maratea, Greg Okon, 

Angie Sexton 
 

Also Present: 

 
Jeff Barnes, American School Bus Co. 

Jen Beshansky, Dir., Communications 

William Bonnar, Orland Fire Protection District 

Kevin Brown, Principal, Jerling Jr. High 

John Bryk, Asst. Superintendent 

Heather Conrad, Asst. Principal, Meadow Ridge 

School 

Cynthia Devlin, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School 

Diane Egan, Park School 

Brian Fogarty, Asst. Dir., Curriculum, Instruction & 

Assessment 

Gina Gaughan, District Office 

Rick Hansen, Asst. Dir., Facilities, Operations & 

Maintenance 

Beth Hayden, Asst. Principal, Century Jr. High 

Brian Horn, Principal, Century Jr. High 

Jerry Hughes, Dir., Risk Management & Safety 

Karen Janettas, Dir., Special Education 

Colleen Joyce, Asst. Principal, High Point/Prairie 

Schools 

Linda Kane, Principal, Orland Jr. High 

John Keating, Commander, Orland Park Police 

Department 

Tom Kenealy, Deputy Chief, Orland Park Police 

Department 

Cheryl Kokaska, Counselor / Outreach, Orland 

Township 

Winifred Lau, Cardinal Bernardin School 

Keri LaVoie, Principal, Centennial School 

Nancy Makowski, Asst. Principal, Saint Michael 

School 

Tim McCarthy, Chief of Police, Orland Park Police 

Department 

Joe Mitchell, Orland Park Police Department 

Deanne Montella, Operations Manager, American 

School Bus Co. 

Jennifer Nichols, Asst. Principal, Jerling Jr. High 

Jeff Nightingale, Principal, Prairie School 

Ami Porte-Lewis, Asst. Director, Special Education 

Dan Prorok, Principal, Liberty School 

David Snyder, Asst. Dir., Curriculum, Instruction & 

Assessment 

Janet Stutz, Superintendent 

Dan Werfelman, Dir., Facilities, Operations & 

Maintenance 

Stacy Westin, Asst. Principal, Jerling Jr. High
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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Mr. Okon and Dr. Stutz welcomed administrators, principals, and local agency officials in 

attendance to discuss essential safety measures and practices that best fit the needs of the District 

135 community. Mr. Okon then introduced Jerry Hughes, Director of Risk Management and 

Safety, to facilitate the meeting. 

 

REVIEW OF INCIDENTS: 2015-16 School Year 
 

911 Calls/Significant Incidents: Mr. Hughes reported that the District placed 13 valid 911 calls this 

past school year for minor incidents involving students or staff. Building or District 

Administrators were on site for every incident. 
 

On another note, Orland Park Police Chief Timothy McCarthy reported on the Illinois Youth 

Survey that was administered to District 135 8th grade students this school year. Overall results 

indicated that 85% percent of students are drug and alcohol-free. Chief McCarthy thanked 

Dr. Stutz for her assistance in administering this important survey. 

 

ILLINOIS SCHOOL SAFETY DRILL ACT COMPLIANCE 
 

Review of Drills: Mr. Hughes reported that all drills have been completed in compliance with 

State requirements, and without issues. These included fire, tornado and “shake up” drills. 

 

Lockdown/Active Shooter Drills 2015-16: The OPPD were commended for their collaborative 

efforts in developing a safety drill video. It was noted that the video received a Telly Award, and 

is expected to have wide spread use. 

 

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY PROCEDURES 
 

Review of Protocol: Mr. Hughes reviewed protocol for handling bus crashes and minor incidents. 

Both a building and District administrator report on-site at every bus incident, per standard 

operating procedure. A bus is dispatched to every bus crash site, no matter how minor the 

incident, in order to transfer students to a new bus for safe transportation to school or home. 
 

Orland Fire Chief William Bonnar noted that this practice was recently discussed with 

District 140. It is recognized favorably by other school districts as a good model that helps Police 

and Fire Officials attend their duties to assess the scene. Protocol will be reviewed during the Bus 

Driver’s Breakfast scheduled for August 16. 

 

Review of 2015-16: There were six bus incidents reported throughout the school year. The 

incidents were relatively minor. 
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VISITOR MANAGEMENT PROGRAM – Review of 2015-16 
 

The RAPTOR visitor management system was implemented in all 10 schools, and staff members 

are well-acclimated with the system and procedures. The system scans Photo IDs for each visitor 

entering the school as a more secure check-in system to keep track of who is in the building, and 

also cross-references each ID within its software to determine if the visitor is a registered sex 

offender. The system did register a couple of false positives, and one positive identification, to 

which the staff member handled proficiently. 
 

It was clarified that IDs are not scanned during special school events that incur a high number of 

parents/family visitors due to the volume to process. Event plans are submitted by the school 

principal for administrative approval. Special events with high visitor attendance are monitored 

by staff. Photo ID stickers can also be pre-printed for parents/visitors who notify their attendance 

in advance. 

 

HEALTH RELATED ISSUES 
 

CPR/AED Training: School Nurse Diane Egan reported that District 135 provides certified life-

saving training to staff members every two years, with good participation. The training includes 

CPR, AED and Heimlich maneuver training. New CPR guidelines for 2016 will be forthcoming 

from School Nurse Donna Rehm. 

 

Epi Pen Project: Dr. Stutz relayed that the District had revised its policy to allow additional 

epinephrine pens on school sites in the event that a student or staff member may experience an 

unknown anaphylactic reaction. Ms. Rehm is continuing efforts on this measure. 
 

The District utilizes the Local Compliance Network for staff to complete required training 

modules online. While the network offers 100+ modules, only a few are required for completion 

by staff, including epi pen administration, blood borne pathogens, etc.  

 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN - STATUS 
 

Incorporation of NIMS: Mr. Hughes explained that integration of NIMS (National Incident 

Management System) throughout District 135 is currently underway, in accordance with 

Homeland Security mandates, and should be accomplished soon. NIMS promotes best practices 

to ensure the District implements new strategies to address current scenarios and to keep up to 

date and well-informed. 

 

Evacuation/Relocations/Reunification Procedures: Discussion was held regarding planning and 

drills to ensure effective procedures are in place. The Buildings and Grounds Department will 

coordinate radio systems with the Fire and Police Departments, as issues may arise when 

buildings are first powered up in the day. Further discussion will be held to address all concerns. 
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PARKING/TRAFFIC ISSUES 
 

Mr. Hughes presented a brief overview of issues currently being addressed by the District: 
 

• Centennial: The exit drive at Centennial is still experiencing some traffic issues. 

• Park: Administration is currently working with the OPPD to improve the routing system for 

car drop-offs and pick-ups at the school. Bus times are also under review. 

• High Point/OJH: Both High Point and Orland Jr. High were experiencing issues with their 

shared bus drive being blocked, as well as pick-up/drop-off delays during the winter months. 

These issues have been addressed this past year, and will continue to be monitored through 

the upcoming school year. 

• Jerling Jr. High: The pick-up/drop-off process as Jerling Jr. High has shown improvement, 

and will continue to be monitored throughout the upcoming school year. 

• Meadow Ridge/CJH: Plans are in place to implement new guardrails along 159th street, 

adjacent to the bus drives for both Meadow Ridge and Century Jr. High. The guardrails will 

provide added safety for students, as the widening of 159th Street will bring traffic flow in 

closer proximity to the bus lanes. 

• Prairie – ESY Program: As the Special Education’s Extended School Year (ESY) summer 

program involves considerable bus service, plans include routing 20 buses to the school’s back 

entrance. Parent pick-ups and drop-offs will be handled at the school’s front entrance. It was 

explained that this routing plan is essential, as the school’s front bus drive will only fit about 

12 buses at one time. Administration is collaborating with the Orland Park Police Department 

to ensure all safety measures are in place to minimize potential traffic concerns. 
 

There is no bus service involved with the Reading/Math summer school program at Liberty. 

 

SAFETY & SECURITY COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 
 

BlackBoard: Communications Director Jen Beshansky explained that principals utilize Parent 

Link BlackBoard to send notifications directly to their parents. BlackBoard was also effective in 

sending out District-based alerts and event notifications throughout the school year. The system 

was not utilized for any snow day notifications this school year. 

 

Bus Bulletin: Discussion was held regarding Bus Bulletin, a notification system provided through 

American Bus Company as a means to notify parents/guardians if a child’s bus route is running 

10 or more minutes late. Alerts will be sent as a generic message via email or text. Mr. Hughes 

clarified that parents with bus riders will need to sign up to receive this feature. 
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Group Text: Mr. Hughes notified the committee that the District’s group texting feature will 

continue to be available. 
 

In addition, new radios have been purchased via a grant for all District and building 

administrators. All radio software will be updated this summer. The radios allow direct 

communication between the administrators and the police and fire officials en route to a building.  
 

The Curriculum Department has been diligently building Social/Emotional Learning (SEL) 

standards into the curriculum. Also, the District has developed a partnership with the Bridge 

Teen Center. 

 

OTHER DISCUSSION 
 

Fond Farewell: On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Okon commended Dr. Stutz for her leadership, 

collaboration and keen knowledge offered toward improved safety efforts for the District 135 

Community, and wished her well in her future endeavors.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further questions or discussion at this time, Mr. Okon moved (Mr. Maratea 

seconded) that the Safe Schools Committee be adjourned. (10:46 a.m.). 

 

/jo 
 


